














br. Joy Johnson (1) of the Eanadian Institutes of
Health Research and her staff meet with ORWH.

ORWH Discusses Partnering with
Canadian Health Officials

Representatives of NIH and the Institute of
Gender Health (IGH) of the Canadian Institutes
of Health Research (CIHR) met recently to dis-
cuss priorities and common problems faced in
sex differences research in women’s and men’s
health and to focus on ways the two organiza-
tions might further their similar missions.

Sixteen NIH representatives, led by ORWH
director Dr. Vivian Pinn, met with the four
Canadian representatives of IGH, scientific
director Dr. Joy Johnson, Assistant Director
Abigail Forson and advisory board members
Dr. Donna Stewart and Dr. Bilkis Vissandjee.
The discussion included topics such as ensur-
ing inclusion of pregnant women in drug tri-
als; ensuring inclusion of minorities in research
studies and in the scientific workforce; and
training that focuses on the importance of sex
and gender in relation to good science.

Johnson said there is a need to find ways for
Canadian and U.S. researchers to know one
another so that they potentially could collabo-
rate more. A possible joint roundtable on sex-
specific health research was suggested.

Johnson also said that as of December 2010, all
CIHR grant application forms include two ques-
tions requiring applicants to indicate wheth-

er sex and/or gender considerations are taken
into account in their designs. Subsequently, the
IGH developed a reference document provid-
ing health researchers a framework for think-
ing about how sex differences might be inte-
grated into their research designs. In addition,
they developed a quick guide for peer reviewers
in assessing whether proposals submitted by
applicants appropriately integrate sex and gen-
der in their designs.

CIHR, composed of 13 institutes, is the major
federal agency for funding health research in
Canada. Johnson pointed out that every insti-
tute within it, including the IGH, gets the same
amount of funding. IGH funds sex/gender
research across many fields and in collaboration
with the other institutes.
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Clockwise from above, Dr. Eileen Bradley, Dr. Syed Quadri,
Dr. Joy Gibson and Dr. George Chacko

CSR Honors Outstanding Staffers

The Center for Scientific Review gave its most presti-
gious awards to four innovative and pioneering staff
members at its recent award ceremony.

A three-member team earned CSR’s Explorer Award

for developing the concept for a single cross-cutting

review panel to assess interdisciplinary grant appli-

cations with the promise of translating advances in

basic research into advances in clinical research: Dr. Eileen Bradley, chief of the
surgical sciences, biomedical imaging and bioengineering review group; Dr. Syed
Quaderi, chief of the oncological sciences review group; and Dr. Joy Gibson, direc-
tor of the Division of Translational and Clinical Sciences.

Dr. George Chacko, CSR’s new director of planning, analysis and evaluation, was
recognized with a CSR Architect Award for assisting the IRS in implementing

its Qualifying Therapeutic Discovery Project program, which issued $1 billion in
tax credits or grants to small businesses. CSR engaged about 120 of its scientific
review officers to help IRS determine which of the 5,600 projects submitted met
qualifications, were designed to meet the goals of the program and had a reason-
able chance of success.

NIEHS Scientist Mason Wins Medal

NIEHS principal investigator Dr. Ron Mason was
recently selected as the 2011 Gold Medal Winner by
the International EPR (ESR) Society, which recognized
his contributions to the field of electron paramagnetic
resonance (EPR), also known as electron spin reso-
nance (ESR).

Society president Dr. Jack Freed noted Mason’s “long
career with interests spanning physical chemistry
through to medicine” and singled out his “pioneering
work in the use of spin traps in vivoand methods for
ascertaining true radical formation.” The Gold Medal is
the society’s highest award.

Dr. Ron Mason
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EPR/ESR is a spectroscopic technique that detects free radicals in chemical
and biological systems. Mason is a physical chemist who heads the free radical
metabolism group in NIEHS’s Laboratory of Toxicology and Pharmacology.

Mason’s group uses EPR/ESR and the immuno-spin trapping technique developed
by his group in 2006 to detect and identify free radical metabolism of toxic chemi-
cals, drugs and biochemicals to unravel the molecular mechanisms that lead to
oxidative stress and development of disease. The group has also become interest-
ed in determining biomarkers for oxidative damage in rodents and humans.
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Porter Il Construction Well
Under Way
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Top:

In the foreground at the corner of
Lincoln Dr. and Convent Dr., huge
cranes mark the early stages of
construction on the second phase of
the Porter Neuroscience Research
Center (Bldg. 35, or PNRC II).
Behind it on the same block are
(from ) Porter I, which will connect
with it eventually and form a
unified PNRC, Bldg. 37 and the
Vaccine Research Center (Bldg. 40).
At right, across Convent Dr., stands
the Conte Bldg. (Bldg. 49). NINDS,
NICHD, NEI, NIDCR, NIBIB,
NIDCD and NIMH are slated to
share the 5-story Porter II facil-

ity, which will contain more than
306,000 gross square feet of space.
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Center:

A close-up shot shows the early
foundation columns taking shape
like spring garden shoots.

Below:

In a panorama view, multi-level
parking lot 6 () and FDA's Bldg.
29A flank the site.
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